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forms of composition formerly in vogue and undermined the previously
unchallenged popularity of the human voice.
In the iyth century instrument making reached its zenith. It began
with the violin makers Amati and Caspar da Salo and ended with
Guarneri, Stradivari, and the German masters at Mittenwald, by whom
the making of stringed instruments was brought to a state of perfection.
Perhaps the most wonderful of all these instruments is the violin used
by Paganini, which was made in Cremona and is now preserved in a
museum at Genoa. The Stradivarius used by the violinist Vecsey cost
about ^3,250; the Amati used by the Spanish virtuoso Paolo Sarasate
was a gift from the Queen of Spain and is now in a museum in Madrid.
6ARLY   WIND   INSTRUMENTS
The Jewish shophar or shofar must be one of the oldest of wind
instruments. It is usually made of a curved ram's horn, and is used in
synagogues on certain occasions to this day. In ancient times it was also
blown as a signal in peace and war. By it Saul announced his victory
over the Philistines. The chazozrah was a trumpet, probably of a type
used by the Egyptians during their enforced stay in the Land of the
Pharaohs and copied from them by the Hebrews. Jubal is referred to in
Genesis iv, 21, as " the father of all such as handle the harp and organ."
The latter was the ugab.